MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING

arguments in favour of the main decisions that have been
taken with regard to population, area, and height of building,
are of considerable weight. Although I discussed the matter
with a large number of architects., engineers, and ordinary
citizens, both Russian and foreign, I did not find anybody
who had serious criticisms to make of these fundamental
decisions. The only point on which I feel any serious doubt
is whether they would not be wise to build a series of either
satellite or dormitory towns outside the forest belt and to
keep the night population of Moscow perhaps rather lower
than the proposed total of five million. However, this is a
point which can be dealt with later on if desired.

The third question is that of prestige building.   The only

serious criticism we came across was that in view of the

desperate need for more houses, the Mossoviet ought not

to have gone in for prestige building so much as it has done.

If the labour on the Metro and on the Moscow-Volga canal

had been switched over to housing, a great deal more could

have  been  done.   Above  all,  some people  felt  that  the

proposal to build the Palace of Soviets ought to be postponed

till the housing was better.   The Palace of Soviets is planned

to be the largest and most expensive building in the world.

The foundations are bad and will be enormously costly;

there is to be a tremendous hall to hold 20,000 people,

completely free from columns, and the walls of this immense

hall are to carry the tallest and heaviest building in the

world.   It is suggested that the materials and labour required

to build the Palace of Soviets would house a very large

number of families, and that such housing would contribute

much more to human welfare than a gigantic palace.   There

may be some truth in this; but it must be remembered that

Moscow is the capital of a nation of 170 million people, that

delegates from all over the U.S.S.R. constantly meet in

Moscow, and that it seems not unreasonable to spend a good

deal of time and money and to make a good many sacrifices

to prove to the whole of the U.S.S.R. that a socialist republic

can build a capital rivalling in magnificence the greatest

capitals of the world.
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